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Republican leadership to give us a
fighting chance to vote on a fair cam-
paign finance reform bill.
f

THREATS TO U.S. NATIONAL SECU-
RITY FROM CUBAN DICTATOR-
SHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

TRIBUTE TO HONORABLE STEVEN SCHIFF

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives just a few hours ago had the sad
duty to report to us the death of one of
our colleagues, the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. SCHIFF). So I would
like to begin my remarks this evening
expressing my sincere condolences to
the Schiff family and letting them
know that my prayers go out to them
in this very difficult moment.

We will miss in this House STEVE
SCHIFF. He was a great man. But I
would say that he was really a great
man, above all else, because he was a
good man. He was a man of extraor-
dinary integrity as well as great intel-
ligence. He possessed a brilliant legal
mind that he put to use serving not
only this House but our country.

And so, I will certainly miss my
friend and colleague STEVE SCHIFF. I
will always recall with much affection
how, based on the fact that he was of
such discipline of mind, he was, for ex-
ample, teaching himself Spanish and
he would enjoy conversing in Spanish;
and it was remarkable that just lit-
erally months after beginning his
Spanish classes he had achieved a great
fluency.

Anyway, we will miss, I will cer-
tainly miss my friend STEVE SCHIFF.

Mr. Speaker, in just a few days, and
I think it is important for the Amer-
ican people to realize it, the Pentagon,
the Department of Defense, is sched-
uled to make public a report, an assess-
ment, of the security risks, the danger
to the national security of the United
States posed by the Cuban dictatorship
just 90 miles from our shores.

A number of us here in Congress have
received preliminary reports with re-
gard to that assessment that will be
made public in just a few days by the
Department of Defense, disturbing re-
ports, because we are of the under-
standing, we have been led to believe
that the Pentagon is about to say that
there is, in essence, no threat from the
Cuban dictatorship. That is a grave
mistake if, in fact, that is the assess-
ment that is made of the threat.

It is a grave mistake and it is really
unfortunate. Because the only way in
which the conclusion can be reached
that there is no threat from the Cuban
dictatorship 90 miles from our shores is
based on a political decision, an impo-

sition by the White House upon the De-
partment of Defense with regard to the
report, its threat assessment, of just a
few days.

So if it is the case then, the prelimi-
nary reports that we have received,
that in effect the Pentagon will say in
a few days that there is no threat com-
ing from the Cuban dictatorship, if
that is the case, we, those of us in Con-
gress who had received these prelimi-
nary reports are of the belief that a po-
litical decision is motivating that re-
port.

Just a few days ago, a number of us
wrote to the Secretary of Defense and
Secretary of State with regard to this
very issue. And if I could, I would like,
Mr. Speaker, to be able to read this let-
ter:

‘‘Dear Mr. Secretary,
‘‘We are writing to express our con-

cern about the ongoing national secu-
rity threat from the Cuban dictator-
ship. Specifically, we are convinced
that the Castro dictatorship is a major
enemy of our efforts to shield Ameri-
ca’s frontiers from the drug threats,
and we are additionally concerned
about Castro’s ability to develop bio-
logical and chemical weapons. Castro
is technically capable of many of the
same types of things we know Saddam
Hussein is doing, and the Castro dicta-
torship is the only rogue regime that is
90 miles from our shores.

‘‘We are appalled about current at-
tempts to downplay the Castro threat
and are deeply disappointed that the
Department of Defense refuses to ac-
knowledge Castro’s ongoing threats to
the United States. We have received
extremely disturbing reports that the
Department of Defense plans to offi-
cially minimize the threat assessment
of Castro’s Cuba and that this may be
utilized to subsequently remove Castro
from the State Department’s terrorist
list. Despite Cuba’s economic situa-
tion, Castro remains a dangerous and
unstable dictator, with the intentions
and the capability to hurt U.S. inter-
ests.

‘‘Thirty-five years ago, during the
Cuban missile crisis, Castro urged a nu-
clear first strike by the Soviet Union
against the United States. Ten years
ago, Cuban General Rafael del Pino dis-
closed that Cuban combat pilots
trained for air strikes against military
targets in south Florida. Five years
ago a Cuban air force defector in a
MiG–29 fighter aircraft, flying unde-
tected until just outside Key West,
Florida, confirmed that he had re-
ceived training to attack the Turkey
Point nuclear power facility in south
Florida.

Two years ago, Castro ordered Cuban
MiG–29 fighter aircraft to attack and
kill unarmed American civilians flying
in international air space just miles
from the United States.
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There is a pathologically unstable ty-
rant in the final years of his dictator-
ship just 90 miles from our shores. His

four-decade record of brutality, rabid
hostility toward the Cuban exile com-
munity, anti-Americanism, support for
international terrorism, and proximity
to the United States is an ominous
combination.

When considering the potential
threat from Castro, the following must
be noted.

Despite the end of the Cold War, Cas-
tro continues to espouse a hard line,
using apocalyptic rhetoric, proclaim-
ing socialism or death, ranting about a
final reckoning with the United States,
and punishing any Cuban who advo-
cates genuine political or economic re-
form.

Castro maintains one of Latin Ameri-
ca’s largest militaries with capabilities
completely inconsistent with Cuba’s
economic reality and security needs.

Despite Cuba’s economic failure, Cas-
tro has the capability to finance spe-
cial projects through his network of
criminal enterprises and billions of dol-
lars of hard currency reserves he main-
tains in hidden foreign accounts.
Forbes magazine has calculated a mini-
mum of $1.5 billion that Castro has in
such foreign accounts. Castro has a
proven capability to penetrate U.S. air-
space with military aircraft and to
conduct aggressive shootdown oper-
ations in international airspace just
outside the United States.

Castro is training elite special forces
units in Vietnam who are prepared to
attack United States military targets
during a final confrontation, according
to Janes Defense Weekly.

Castro actively maintains political
and scientific exchanges with each of
the countries on the Department of
State’s list of terrorist nations. Castro
continues to provide logistical support
for international terrorism and pro-
Castro guerrilla groups, and Cuban-
trained international terrorists are
still active around the world, most
ominously these days in Colombia.

Castro continues to coordinate and
facilitate the flow of illicit drugs
through Cuba into the United States.
We will talk more about that later.
Castro continues to offer Cuba as a
haven for drug smugglers, criminals
and international terrorists, including
more than 90 felony fugitives wanted
by the Department of Justice.

The Lourdes electronic espionage fa-
cility is used to spy against U.S. mili-
tary and economic targets, including
the intercept of highly classified Per-
sian Gulf battle plans in 1990–1991. Cas-
tro is working with Russia, which re-
cently extended a $350 million line of
credit for priority installations in
Cuba, and anyone else willing to offer
assistance to complete the nuclear re-
actor at Juragua.

Castro has access to all the chemical
and biological agents necessary to de-
velop germ and chemical weapons. De-
spite Cuba’s failed economy, Castro has
constructed a secretive network of so-
phisticated biotechnology labs, fully
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capable of developing chemical and bio-
logical weapons. These labs are oper-
ated by the Military and Interior Min-
istry, are highly secure and off-limits
to foreigners and visiting scientists.
Under the guise of genetic, biological
and pharmaceutical research, Castro is
developing a serious germ and chemi-
cal warfare capability. Castro has the
ability to deliver biological and chemi-
cal weapons with military aircraft,
various unconventional techniques and
perhaps even missile systems increas-
ingly available in the international
black market.

Tyrants are most dangerous when
they are wounded and dying. Given
Cuba’s proximity to the United States
and Castro’s proven instability, it
would seem to be an unacceptable and
potentially tragic mistake to under-
estimate his capabilities. We request
that Castro be kept on the State De-
partment’s list of terrorist nations and
that a realistic threat assessment be
made, which includes an examination
of Cuba’s biotechnical capabilities, as
the Castro dictatorship moves towards
its final stage.

This letter was sent by nine Members
of Congress just a few days ago as I
stated, Mr. Speaker, to the Secretary
of State and the Secretary of Defense.
The evidence with regard not only to
what we mentioned in that letter but
specifically with regard to
narcotrafficking is extensive. The real-
ly sad aspect of this, in addition to the
fact that it takes place, is that there is
an undeniable pattern on the part of
the Clinton administration to cover up
and deny every single piece of evidence
existing linking Castro and his regime
to narcotrafficking into the United
States. A number of colleagues and I
sent a letter back in November of 1996
to General McCaffrey, the Director of
the Office of National Drug Control
Policy in the White House. We stated,
after some introductory paragraphs,
‘‘There is no doubt,’’ we told General
McCaffrey, ‘‘that the Castro dictator-
ship allows Cuba to be used as a trans-
shipment point for drugs. We were
deeply disappointed when DEA Admin-
istrator Tom Constantine testifying
before the House International Rela-
tions Committee in June said that
‘there is no evidence that the govern-
ment of Cuba is complicit in drug
smuggling ventures.’ On the contrary,
there is no doubt that the Castro dicta-
torship is in the drug business.’’

We continue in our letter to General
McCaffrey: ‘‘Your appearance before
the committee that day was also very
disappointing on this critical issue.
Castro and his top aides have worked
as accomplices for the Colombian drug
cartels and Cuba is a key trans-
shipment point. In fact, just this year
sources in the Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy’s Miami field office stated to the
media that more than 50 percent of the
drug trafficking detected by the U.S. in
the Caribbean proceeds from or
through Cuba. Since the 1980s, substan-
tial evidence in the public domain has

mounted showing that the Castro dic-
tatorship is aggressively involved in
narcotrafficking. In 1982, four senior
aides to Castro were indicted by a Flor-
ida grand jury for drug smuggling into
the United States. They were Aldo
Santamaria, Fernando Ravelo, Gonzalo
Bassols and Rene Rodriguez-Cruz. In
1987 the U.S. Attorney in Miami won
convictions of 17 south Florida drug
smugglers who used Cuban military
bases to smuggle at least 2,000 pounds
of Colombian cocaine into Florida with
the direct logistical assistance of the
Cuban armed forces. Evidence in this
case was developed by an undercover
government agent who flew a drug-
smuggling flight into Cuba with a MiG
fighter escort. In 1988, federal law en-
forcement authorities captured an
8,800-pound load of cocaine imported
into the United States through Cuba.
In 1989, U.S. authorities captured 1,060
pounds of cocaine sent through Cuba to
the United States.’’

‘‘Prior administrations,’’ we wrote to
General McCaffrey, ‘‘have correctly
identified the Castro regime as an
enemy in the interdiction battle. As
early as March 1982, Tom Andrews,
then Assistant Secretary of State for
Inter-American Affairs, stated before
the Subcommittee on Security and
Terrorism of the Senate Judiciary
Committee that ‘we now have also de-
tailed and reliable information linking
Cuba to trafficking narcotics as well as
arms.’ On April 30, 1983 James Michel,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Inter-American Affairs, testified
before the Subcommittee on the West-
ern Hemisphere of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, his remarks
validated prior findings. ‘The United
States has developed new evidence
from a variety of independent sources
confirming that Cuban officials have
facilitated narcotics trafficking
through the Caribbean. They have done
so by developing a relationship with
key Colombian drug runners who on
Cuba’s behalf purchased arms and
smuggled them to Cuban-backed insur-
gent groups in Colombia. In return the
traffickers received safe passage of
ships carrying cocaine, marijuana and
methaqualone through Cuban waters to
the United States.’

July 1989. ‘‘Ambassador Melvin
Levitsky, Assistant Secretary of State
for International Narcotics Matters,
testified that, ‘there is no doubt that
Cuba is a transit point in the illegal
drug flow. We have made a major com-
mitment to interdicting this traffic.
Although it is difficult to gauge the
amount of trafficking that takes place
in Cuba, we note a marked increase in
reported drug trafficking incidents in
Cuban territory during the first half of
1989.’

‘‘We are sure,’’ we continued in our
letter to General McCaffrey, ‘‘that
while in Panama as Commander of the
U.S. Southern Command, you (General
McCaffrey) became aware of General
Noriega’s close relationship with Cas-
tro and of Castro’s intimate relation-
ship with the Colombian drug cartels.

‘‘Because past administrations iden-
tified Cuba as a major transshipment
point for narcotics traffic, it was inte-
grated into the larger interdiction ef-
fort. By contrast, under the existing
strategy, no aggressive efforts have
been made to cut off this pipeline de-
spite the growing awareness of its ex-
istence.

‘‘In April 1993, the Miami Herald re-
ported that the U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of Florida had draft-
ed and prepared an indictment charg-
ing the Cuban government as a rack-
eteering enterprise and Cuban Defense
Minister Raul Castro as the chief of a
10-year conspiracy to send tons of Co-
lombia cocaine through Cuba to the
United States. Fifteen Cuban officials
were named as co-conspirators and the
Defense and Interior Ministries cited as
criminal organizations.’’

We continued in our letter to General
McCaffrey, In the last few months, the
prosecution of Jorge Cabrera, a con-
victed drug dealer, has brought to light
additional information regarding
narcotrafficking by the Castro dicta-
torship. Cabrera was convicted of
transporting almost 6,000 pounds of co-
caine into the United States, sentenced
to 19 years in prison, and fined $1.5 mil-
lion. Cabrera made repeated specific
claims confirming cooperation between
Cuban officials and the Colombian car-
tels. His defense counsel has publicly
stated that Cabrera offered to arrange
a trip under Coast Guard surveillance
that would proactively implicate the
Cuban government.

‘‘Overwhelming evidence points to
ongoing involvement of the Castro dic-
tatorship in narcotrafficking. The Con-
gress remains gravely concerned about
this issue and we are deeply dis-
appointed that the administration con-
tinues to publicly ignore this critical
matter.’’

We ended our letter to General
McCaffrey stating, ‘‘We appreciate the
opportunity to share these concerns
with you and can assure you that fur-
ther administration inaction on this
matter will be met by serious congres-
sional concern as well as investigation
as to its cause.’’

Administration inaction has contin-
ued for the over 1 year after this letter.
The letter in reply that we received
was a form letter, totally unaccept-
able. Even more unacceptable has been
the continued cover-up of the adminis-
tration of this evidence and much more
that exists directly connecting the Cas-
tro regime to the narcotrafficking of
cocaine and other deadly substances
into the United States. This is a situa-
tion that the American people have got
to become aware of. The Clinton ad-
ministration is covering up the connec-
tion, covering up the reality of the
Cuban dictatorship’s cooperation with
the drug traffickers, conspiracy with
the drug traffickers to import narcot-
ics into the United States. There is a
cover-up of this issue by the Clinton
administration. Every time that we
hear the President and the drug czar
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and other leaders of this administra-
tion talking about this issue, the
cover-up continues, the cover-up is in-
tensified, the cover-up is magnified.
There is absolute silence with regard to
this evidence.

But there is more. There is a spy cen-
ter, an espionage center in the out-
skirts of Havana that picks up every
single telephone conversation in the
eastern United States. The Clinton ad-
ministration systematically ignores
the existence of that espionage center
and is doing absolutely nothing about
it. It is a Russian espionage center that
has remained from before the collapse
of the Soviet Union, and the Russians
maintain it. Even though the Soviet
Union collapsed, that espionage center
continues to pose a threat to the na-
tional interests of the United States.

It is the Lourdes espionage center. It
was built in Cuba, according to a secret
agreement between former Soviet and
Cuban special services, in the early
1960s. The station is controlled and op-
erated by the GRU, the Russian Mili-
tary Strategic Intelligence Agency,
and establishes a radio and electronic
intelligence field over the southeast
United States and the Atlantic region,
collecting intelligence cyberdata in
close cooperation with Russian intel-
ligence stations and field offices, mili-
tary spy satellites, Navy reconnais-
sance and Air Force reconnaissance.
This information came from a high
ranking Russian defector who recently
came to the United States.

The main mission of the Lourdes es-
pionage station is registration and pen-
etration through coded and ciphered
radio, radio-technical/electronic,
micro-waves and cellular signals in the
eastern part of the United States, dis-
closing American nuclear missile sub-
marines’ combat patrol routes
throughout the Atlantic. The station
routinely provides to Moscow’s mili-
tary-political leadership extremely im-
portant strategic military and eco-
nomic, commercial and private infor-
mation about the U.S. and other coun-
tries in the Atlantic Basin.

The station is capable of compromis-
ing the United States Government’s se-
crets, commercial and private commu-
nications, monitoring all American
military movements throughout the
Atlantic region. This is something that
was just confirmed. During Desert
Storm, in that extraordinary effort led
by President Bush and the United
States of America in 1990–1991, when
this Nation’s military demonstrated to
the world not only its technological
prowess but the genuine superpower
status of the United States of America
and liberated Kuwait, during Desert
Storm in 1991, in the Lourdes espionage
center in Cuba, Russian specialists ob-
tained and disclosed to the Iraqis the
U.S. military plans of the battle
against Iraq, thus directly compromis-
ing American and allied troops in
Saudi Arabia and in Iraq.
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That has been confirmed by a Rus-

sian defector. The plant that Castro is
running in cooperation with the Rus-
sians not only was able to obtain in
Desert Storm all of our military plans,
but made it available to Saddam Hus-
sein. The same thing without any
doubt is happening now with regard to
the plans that we have in case we have
to go back into Iraq.

And what are we hearing from the
Clinton administration with regard to
the Russian espionage center in Ha-
vana? Nothing.

I see my friend from California here.
Mr. ROHRABACHER. I would just

like to commend my colleague for not
only this speech, but the diligence that
he has shown over the years in alerting
us and the American people to what
Fidel Castro is all about. I do not know
why, but there seems to be a romance
with this bearded fascist down there in
Havana, and people do not want to
admit the horror that he has brought
to the people of freedom all over the
world. He has been one of the strongest
enemies of freedom anywhere in the
planet in the last 40 years, and his
dirty deeds; you, know I could see back
in the 1960s when people were idealist,
they would overlook the fact that when
he came to power he just cleared jails
out and went out and shot people, you
know, just summarily executed people;
said those were Batista-ites or some-
thing. But as time went on, it seems
that the liberal left in this country
seems to bend over backwards never to
acknowledge the wrongdoing of Fidel
Castro.

You mentioned, for example, his drug
dealings. We know about his drug deal-
ings. I mean, it is clear that this man
and his cohorts down there have been
involved up to their necks in drug deal-
ings for decades. Robert Vesco, who we
know as probably the fellow who went
down and organized the modern drug
movement in Latin America, where
was his headquarters all of these years?
It was in Cuba. Yet when we try to con-
front our administration with facts
about who or where, you know, where
are the drugs coming from and who are
the kingpins, you never hear Fidel Cas-
tro mentioned.

And some of the things you are
bringing up tonight about what he has
done, and even a few years ago in
Desert Storm, that threaten our na-
tional security, put the lives of our
young men and women in the military
at risk; why is it that LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART has to be the one talking to an
empty Chamber here and trying to gain
the attention of the people of the
United States? Where is our adminis-
tration? Where are the people who are
supposed to be watching out for our se-
curity? Well, they are making over-
tures to try to think, well, now is the
time we should loosen these restric-
tions on Castro.

It is beyond me.
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Rohr-

abacher, it is worse than that. Not only

are we not hearing anything from our
administration, from the Commander
in Chief whose responsibility under the
Constitution is to protect the security
of the American people, not only are
we not hearing anything, but in a few
days we are going to hear something
officially coming from the Pentagon,
politically ordered, saying in effect
that there is no threat coming from
Castro’s Cuba.

And what is really sad is that you
and I and most of the men and women
in this Congress are extraordinary ad-
mirers of our men in uniform and our
women in uniform, and they are great
professionals. But the reality of the
matter is that there are sometimes,
sometimes examples of undue influence
of political decisions made in the
White House that are imposed upon the
agencies of the executive branch, in-
cluding the Pentagon.

So I urge, and a number of us have
sent in writing our concerns to the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of State with regard to this upcoming
whitewash. This will simply be unac-
ceptable to publicly say that a drug
trafficker who maintains that Russian
espionage center, and we have not got-
ten into the nuclear power plants yet,
the Soviet-designed nuclear power
plants that Castro is doing everything
in his power, and he just received a $350
million line of credit from the Russians
to complete less than 200 miles from
the United States these Soviet-de-
signed nuclear reactors. Defectors that
worked in the initial stages of their
construction have sworn here under
oath in congressional committees and
have stated to our intelligence commu-
nity that, even beyond the inherent
dangers of those nuclear plants, all of
which, by the way, of that design have
been closed in the former Soviet Union
and in the former Communist countries
of Eastern Europe. Each of those
former Communist countries, now lib-
erated, has shut down those, they are
called DD–440 Soviet nuclear power
plants, because of their inherent dan-
gers. But over and above the inherent
dangers, defectors have stated that
there were so many mistakes made in
the initial stages in their construction
that they are literally ticking time
bombs. And we are hearing absolutely
nothing from our administration with
regard to those nuclear plants.

I think it is indispensable. I think it
is the constitutional duty of the Presi-
dent of the United States to say those
plants are not going to become oper-
ational, period. Because that madman,
that tyrant, if he is able to blackmail
the President of the United States with
refugees, imagine with Soviet-designed
nuclear power plants. We are not only
talking about a Chernobyl-type acci-
dent possibility, and I have the records
in my files that within 72 hours as far
north as Washington, D.C. would re-
ceive the radiation, the disaster would
be without parallel, without precedent
in this country. Not only an accident,
but an incident manufactured or
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threatened by the Cuban tyrant with
those nuclear power plants. Simply un-
acceptable. We are not only talking
about the Cuban people being wiped
out in the case of a Chernobyl, it is less
than 200 miles from the United States.
We are not talking about Chernobyl in
the Ukraine. We are talking about So-
viet-designed power plants less than 200
miles from the United States of Amer-
ica.

And where is the administration?
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Well, this ad-

ministration, if the gentleman will
yield, is a horrible record. This is to-
tally consistent with what the admin-
istration did the last time we were out
on vacation. What did they do? They
moved to eliminate the final impedi-
ments to any type of trade with Viet-
nam. This administration which, by
the way, has of course been involved in
a scandal dealing with campaign dona-
tions that may have come from Red
China, has done more to eliminate
those people, the efforts by people to
confront the Red Chinese on their
human rights abuses.

So, should we be surprised that in
this vicious dictatorship in Cuba that
they overlook all of the evil that is so
apparent to anyone who gives an hon-
est look at the situation?

You know, I used to think these peo-
ple were, you know, they just briefed in
peace and they were so blinded by some
desire for peace, but this is not a desire
of peace. This is something patholog-
ical that when Communist countries
and enemies of the United States are
doing these type of things that you
have outlined today, that we in some
ways should try to befriend them and
in some way that the threat to us is
going to be less because we are be-
friending this type of monstrous re-
gime.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. The gentleman
is correct in his analysis. The reality of
the matter is that just a few days ago,
March 20, a Fox News Service release
which was distributed, I do not know
how many newspapers in the United
States picked it up, but nevertheless
there was a release, a news release
specifying this new commitment by the
Russians of a $350 million line of credit
to Castro for the completion of the nu-
clear power plants. This was in the
news wires. And reading from that
news wire, the scenario could not be
more dire.

A nuclear disaster in Cuba that
would send a plume of radioactive fall-
out across Florida and as far as Texas,
the likes of which have not been seen
since the 1986 accident at Chernobyl in
the Ukraine. And it also could not be
more plausible, say some Cuba experts
now, that Cuba and Russia have an-
nounced plans to resume work on two
long-stalled nuclear reactors located in
the island Nation’s western province of
Cienfuegos, 180 miles from the United
States.

The announcement came in the wake
of Russia’s decision just a few weeks
ago to free up $350 million in credits of-
fered to Cuba last year.

Quote, ‘‘This is a Chernobyl-like dis-
aster just waiting to happen right off
of our shores,’’ end quote, said Roger
Robinson, former senior director of
international economic affairs at the
National Security Council. Quote,
‘‘Anything could happen given such
horrendous deficiencies in design and
safety,’’ end quote.

‘‘So concerned is the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense,’’ here is the reaction
of the administration, ‘‘So concerned is
the U.S. Department of Defense over
the plant’s safety that it plans to build
a radiation detection facility in Flor-
ida that would alert residents’’ in the
United States along the entire Gulf of
Mexico and as far north as Washington,
D.C. ‘‘of leaks from the two reactors.’’

The 1998 defense budget approved by
Congress provides $3 million for the
early warning system. That is not the
solution. It is too late. If this warning,
if this detection facility ever picks up
radiation coming from those
Chernobyl-style plants, it is too late.
They cannot be permitted to come on
line.
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. I thank the gen-
tleman from California, and we will
work very intensely in the coming
months on this caucus in the Congress
to educate our colleagues and the
American people with regard to simply
the unacceptable reality of the con-
struction of those plants and that they
cannot be completed.

With regard to the point made by the
gentleman from California with regard
to Castro’s hatred of the United States,
just the day before yesterday, a dear
friend of mine, a former Cuban politi-
cal prisoner, spoke by phone with one
of the most respected and leading dis-
sidents inside of Cuba.

There is an extraordinary story going
on unreported in Cuba. I have a list of
500 activists in my office, in the streets
of Cuba, in all the provinces who are
disarmed, and they are seeking, they
are fighting for democracy day in and
day out peacefully, in the midst of that
totalitarian system and suffering ex-
traordinary repression.

Of course, there are thousands in
prison. But just the day before yester-
day, perhaps one of the most respected
of those dissidents, a young lawyer, 33
years old, who we in this Congress
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize
when he was in prison last year, and
the gentleman from California joined
in that petition to the Nobel Peace
Prize Commission, because that young
man certainly deserved it, and we
hoped to see if we could help him in his
physical integrity and protection while
he was a political prisoner last year.
He has now been released.

He was able to speak to a former po-
litical prisoner and very good friend of
mine the day before yesterday. I would
like to read the remarks and answers
in his reply to the questions posed by
this gentleman who is now in exile, be-
cause one of the points he makes is

precisely about Castro’s hatred for the
United States.

But if I may, Mr. Speaker, the ques-
tion was, what is Leonel Morejon
Almagro, this renowned and respected
dissident, what is he doing presently
for his country?

‘‘We are working,’’ he answered.
‘‘Working and asking God to end this
nightmare. We continue working on
the plebiscite; we have a good number
of signatures.’’ Under the Cuban Castro
constitution, theoretically, you can
put something on the ballot if you have
10,000 signatures. Of course, they never
recognize those signatures. He is work-
ing on that. He is thrown in jail on
that, but nevertheless, he is working
on it, trying to find unity, a consensus
of the people to achieve something im-
portant in this country.

In everything else, trying to grow each day
in the people, which is what is vital, to be
able to perform a civic action that has real
repercussions and can create a movement
with the strength of the people, to make the
government sit down and talk to us. Or to
change the political map of the country,
That or any other project that can bring
about a consensus among the opposition, and
in the end mobilize the masses of the people,
the opposition, the dissidents with a com-
mon goal. That is the solution. I believe that
revitalizing the Cuban Council at this point
is important.

What are the changes that Castro has
made?

Castro has made absolutely no change.
Please, let us not make mistakes, let us not
get happy, let us not have futile fantasies,
nor celebrations in vain. Because Castro was
very clear in his last speech. In his love to
talk and talk, he said the following: ‘‘If they
lift the embargo, those who are saying that
if they lift the embargo we are going to
change, we tell them,’’ Castro said that if
they lift the embargo, ‘‘we will create true
socialism.’’

Please, Castro has not changed in the
least. Castro has played a political hand,
gentlemen. A pardon, to forgive some people.
We are happy because here are our brothers
such as Alonso Romero, Omar del Pozo, et
cetera. They have not left Cuba, but they are
supposed to, they are being held in Villa
Marista. Each time a political prisoner is
freed, we are happy, but that is not the solu-
tion. What do we gain if one political pris-
oner is released when tomorrow 20 others are
arrested? The punishment is still there.

I am threatened with a 20-year prison sen-
tence. They have told me this to my face,
that if I continue working for democracy,
they will put me away for 20 years. They do
not let me speak, they shut me up. How can
I possibly believe in a change in Fidel. Do
not believe that, because if Castro fools you,
then you are really dumb.

Question: How do you see the U.S.
capitalist sectors who wish to invest in
Cuba?

Until now, the United States has, more or
less, been able to hold back Americans from
investing in Cuba. I think that if they allow
this to happen, this would be a great lack of
respect toward the Cuban people. Not only
do they want to invest in Cuba, they want to
come here for the ‘‘mulatta,’’ to be with the
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‘‘Caribbean mulatta’’ or the tanned boy. The
investors who are already in Cuba are paying
trifles. We are like the Indians. They are
buying us with necklaces, with glass beads.
That is immoral. It is indignant.

If they are able to achieve their wishes of
investing, where does that leave us; where
does that leave the Cuban people who have
been kicked around for years, insulted;
where does that leave the people who have
suffered beatings, the disrespect, the intoler-
ance? Where does that leave us?

I believe in democratic capitalism, in the
one that helps man. If they come here to in-
vest, it is going to be a disaster, because the
Cuban people are not ready at this time,
under these circumstances. Because the
Cuban people are a slave people. The Cuban
people are slaves.

And under those conditions we cannot win,
because nobody who respects himself, for a
little bag at the end of the month and for
$148 a year is going to work in this country,
nobody is going to do it. And those who do it
are unhappy doing it.

For this country to take off economically,
there needs to be economic freedom. Cubans
have to be able to invest. The people need to
live. The people need to prosper, the people
need to be able to buy a car when they want
to, save money whenever they want to, and
Castro is not going to allow that, because
that is the way to losing power. Because for
Castro to remain in power, he needs the
CDR, the Committees for the Defense of the
Revolution, militants among the youth,
among the party. He needs to have the peo-
ple hungry and the people under control.

Everyone knows that I am in favor of the
Helms–Burton law.

We are talking about a brave man,
talking by telephone to the United
States. Everyone knows that. He says
that he is in favor of the Helms–Burton
law.

What I want is for Castro and the Cuban
Government to give my people rights, to me,
to my daughter, to my wife, and everyone.

The embargo is not a Cuban problem. I re-
member when I was in high school, in 12th
grade. During that time, petroleum was
being thrown away. Petroleum and gasoline
were wasted, were used for no reason. Be-
cause 13 million tons were received each
year. There was too much for an island such
as this. To the point that oil was sold to
Nicaragua, to Africa, and the Caribbean.

At that time, Fidel Castro didn’t even re-
member the embargo. My God, it is not a
blockade problem. Fidel Castro uses it as a
shield, but when Castro does not have an em-
bargo, he is going to have a conflict with the
United States to say, well, the gringos lifted
the embargo, but now we cannot leave our
one party, nor can we abandon socialism.

And then he will say to those who come to
invest that they have to be very careful, be-
cause they are our eternal enemies. The
speech will then be that it is a strategy to
threaten him, Castro. It is a strategy so that
we open up and lose power. And then he will
ask more than ever not to lay down arms.
They will celebrate the lifting of the embar-
go as a political victory, and everything will
remain the same.

Question: What policy should be fol-
lowed?

Until there is a real opening in democratic
Cuba, until we have the possibility of pub-
licly debating the country’s problems, until
there is the possibility for real change, there
can be no softening of the sanctioning of the
government, with regard to the pressure on
the government, acting as though it were a
normal government. If the embargo is lifted,
we are lost. It will be a great defeat for the
country.

Question: In Europe they say that if
the embargo is lifted, Castro will be
forced to make changes.

No, not true. The economic avalanche will
not have any effect because, in Cuba, there is
no will for change. There is no entrepreneur-
ial spirit in the regime. The economic ava-
lanche, whatever it may be, is going to be
calculated, controlled by the government.
Precisely to avoid change. Because the
Cuban people are under a strong economic,
political and social control.

The world may open up for Castro, but Cas-
tro is not going to open up for the world. Be-
cause Castro is only going to open up to his
interests or for the benefit of the Communist
Party’s interests.

Tomorrow the blockade or embargo can be
lifted, and the Europeans want to invest in
Cuba. But to invest in Cuba, they need to go
through the government’s commercial fil-
ters, because in Cuba there is no commercial
freedom, it does not exist in an external or
internal sense.

In Cuba, every internal investment needs
to go through a commission which decides
what is going to be done. Foreign investors
cannot meet with Cuban partners.

What do you think motivates those who
wish to save Castro? The underlying envy of
Europe and the rest of the Americas towards
the United States. Castro has utilized that
very well. They see Castro as the symbol of
anti-Americanism, the anti-yankee, and they
want to save him. They want to save his leg-
end.

But Castro has used that legend to hurt
the Cuban people, to hurt you, and to hurt
me. I cannot have a normal life. What I want
most is to enjoy my life. I do not want to be
president or even a councilman from
Marianao.

What I want is democracy in Cuba. Then
after that, I want to write poetry, study
piano, I want to travel, I want to study ecol-
ogy, dedicate myself to my wife and to my
daughter. I want to dream. I want to write a
book. I want to live, damn it. And that is im-
possible in Cuba, just impossible.

I am not a politician. What I am is an
idealist. And, in Cuba, one cannot live. It is
impossible. Because, in Cuba, one cannot live
under this system. In Cuba, our dreams have
been castrated, there is a castration of the
Cuban youth.

What do you recommend be done at
this time?

It is necessary to help the opposition. The
opposition needs real and concrete help, not
just in heart and soul, it is needed in every
sense. Much can be done, but there are too
few resources for everything. There is noth-
ing here. There is not even a Crayola to
paint.

The Cuban Council is hope. And what peo-
ple do is flee, leave the country. That takes
away from us. It takes away from us and we
leave the solution in the hands of that man,
of this man who is a monster, who is deliri-
ous, who is paranoid, a lunatic, whatever he
is. Who has ruined our lives, who has ruined
my life.

Are you scared of anything?
Yes, I am. I do not want to walk alone at

night. I am worried because my wife is very
nervous, due to threats I have received. I do
not want a bus to mysteriously run over me.
I am 33 years old, I do not want to be cru-
cified. I aspire to live the happiest moment
of my life, the moment of meeting again
with you, with the good that you are, not the
bad. The good that can be found in Cuba, to
meet again and breathe, breathe in a free
country. I want that. That will be the
happiest moment of our lives.

I have a 6-year-old daughter. I sleep in one
room with my wife and my daughter. She is

growing. And I would like to offer her a bet-
ter life. I am an attorney, I did well in my
career, the time that I was working. I lost
my career, I lost the possibility of practicing
because I thought, and I think, that it was
my duty as a man to tell the truth in court
and not remain quiet before injustice. I have
lost, not lost, but gained years lived in pris-
on, because they have given me the honor of
being able to tell my daughter and my
grandchildren tomorrow that I suffered in
prison for opposing Castro.

I do not want to lose my life, but if I have
to lose it, I’d do it happily to destroy a hate-
ful dictatorship in my country. But truly I
want to live. I want to live. I want to be able
to live. Look, in Cuba, one does not live, peo-
ple leave Cuba because you cannot live here.

In Cuba, there is no future. Cuba is a coun-
try condemned to a totally indecent present.
A hateful present. And somebody has to do
it. It is my place to speak in the name of
those Cubans who are afraid, very afraid,
who have many responsibilities, what they
cannot say.

Is there hope?
In Cuba, there are thousands of people who

are waiting for the opportunity. We can real-
ly destroy this in a matter of months, but we
need to see the formula. What the people
need to understand is that the solution is
within us. Let us see how we get there. I
have been trying to figure out how to do it.
But we have on top of us the entire intel-
ligence apparatus. We are a people controlled
by the yoke.

What is the future of the Cuban oppo-
sition?

I can guarantee you something. Perhaps
tomorrow we cannot call upon a million peo-
ple to show strength among the people, but
I can tell you that no matter what they do
to us, they will not be able to get rid of us,
to eliminate us. The Cuban opposition was
born, grew, and here to stay. Fall who may,
and do what they do, we will be here.

What would you say to those who
wish to invest while Castro is still in
power?

We have to tell them not to get desperate
to invest in Cuba because they will lose more
investing today than waiting for tomorrow.
They should invest in a country with full
economic rights and guarantees.

That is the message that we have to give
the Americans who are dying to invest in
Cuba. We have to tell them to remain calm.
They will have opportunities to invest in a
country that really has economic potential,
with security, and peace. Because Cuba right
now is a time bomb, because a people such as
this, is not going to, even if it is dormant,
even if it is in a long lethargy difficult to
wake from, it is not going to resign itself to
live as slaves. Because Cuba, at this time, is
a country of people who are tired and sod-
omized. Castro has simply sodomized the
Cuban people.

And we must tell those investors not to get
desperate, help more by pressuring the gov-
ernment, more so that it opens up, more to
make a safe society, a pluralistic society, a
society with all its social dynamics, its free-
dom, and its capabilities open so that they
may prosper.

Leonel Morejon Almagro, from Cuba,
the national coordinator of the um-
brella of 140 dissident and independent
press and professional and workers or-
ganizations. This is the Cuban people
speaking.

In addition to that, you know that
the three Cuban American Members of
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Congress, both Republicans and Demo-
crats speak like this man speaks, be-
cause we know what the Cuban people
feel.

Our friends in Congress here, who are
all of you, coincidentally, who are here
this evening, from both parties, the
friends of the Cuban people respect the
Cuban people and want free elections
for the Cuban people, and they listen to
the Cuban people’s representatives like
Leonel Morejon Almagro. I thank the
representatives.

On behalf of Leonel Morejon Almagro
and the Cuban people, I thank the rep-
resentatives of the American people
and the American people for standing
on the side of Cuba’s right to be free.

b 2145

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, if
the gentleman will yield, I think that
it is vital that we understand that if we
do what is right now, and we have the
courage, as this man suggested in the
reading, that we discipline ourselves
and not rush in to try to invest in Cuba
before Castro is gone.

Castro will some day be gone, wheth-
er it is natural causes or otherwise,
and the Cuban people will have a
chance to be free. But I fear that Amer-
ican businessmen, as they are doing in
China and as they are doing in other
dictatorships, are rushing not to try to
have a positive influence, but instead,
are looking at the quick buck and are
establishing economic ties with these
totalitarian regimes which will give
life to those regimes.

In other words, I believe that once
American businessmen invest in Cuba,
we will find that Communist Cuba has
a whole new group of advocates in the
United States, as we have seen in
China, as we have seen people who are
supposed to be talking about democ-
racy in China because they are Ameri-
cans and they are investing in China
and up spending all of their time trying
to do what? Trying to lobby us not to
be tough on China because of the
abuses of human rights there. This
same thing could happen in Cuba.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, at the very least,
even though we have not been able to
prevent what I personally consider an
immoral policy with regard to the Chi-
nese Government, because the real
matter is that the Chinese Government
uses slave labor and the multinational
corporations are investing in that mar-
ket and benefiting from the slave labor
of the Chinese people. We have not
been able to stop that because it is a
billion people and it is too strong for us
to have stopped it.

But at the very least we can say in
this hemisphere, this is a hemisphere
of democracy and this is a hemisphere
of freedom and the Cuban people are
not the only people that should be con-
demned to live in tyranny in this hemi-
sphere; no, they deserve to be free.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS), the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs.

MALONEY), the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), my colleagues
that are here. They are representative
of the overwhelming majority of the
Congress of the United States in both
parties who stand with the right of the
Cuban people to be free.

We are, in the next few days, going to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
resolution passed by this Congress that
said Cuba is and it ought to be free and
independent, as we told the Spanish co-
lonialists, who invented the concentra-
tion camp under General Wahler. By
the way, interestingly enough, Castro’s
father was sent to Cuba to fight the
Cuban insurrection as a Spanish soldier
under General Wahler and General
Wahler invented the concentration
camp, and he put entire segments of
the Cuban population in concentration
camps to defeat the insurrection.

Mr. Speaker, it was the American
people, and the American people alone,
that stood with the Cuban people, and
Cuba was free and independent. The
United States withdrew from Cuba
after helping the Cuban people defeat
Spanish colonialism in 1888 and the
United States withdrew in 1902.

The relationship between Cuba and
the United States has always been
friendly, except for this madman who
represents the anti-Cuba and who will
soon be gone from the face of the Earth
and will be in the dust bin of history.

I thank the Congress of the United
States; I thank the leaders who are
here who represent the majority opin-
ion of the Congress and of the Amer-
ican people, and I thank the American
people for time after time after time
standing with freedom, standing with
democracy, two times in this century,
saving the world from tyranny. This is
a noble people, and what an honor to be
able to stand in this Congress of this
great Nation of the United States of
America.
f

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. Maloney) is recognized
for 60 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.

Speaker, I am here tonight with my
colleagues to commemorate the 177th
anniversary of Greek Independence
Day, which is a national day of celebra-
tion of Greek and American democ-
racy.

While commemorative resolutions
are no longer permitted in this House,
there is still tremendous support for

Greek Independence Day. Every year
since 1986, a resolution has been co-
sponsored by over 50 Senators and
passed in the Senate, as well as one in
the House, sponsored by over 218 Mem-
bers, and passed.

The President of the United States
has once again signed a proclamation
this year recognizing this day as Greek
Independence Day, and I would like to
insert his proclamation into the
RECORD at this time.
GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A NATIONAL DAY

OF CELEBRATION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY, 1998

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA—A PROCLAMATION

This year, as we mark the 177th anniver-
sary of the advent of Greece’s struggle for
independence, we celebrate with the Hellenic
Republic and recognize the close ties that
have long existed between Greece and the
United States. Through two centuries, our
nations have enjoyed a strong and enduring
friendship. For more than half a century, we
have stood together in NATO, modern his-
tory’s most successful alliance.

Our bonds are deeper still, however, for we
are joined by blood, culture, and a profound
commitment to shared values. Greek ideals
of democracy and freedom inspired our Na-
tion’s founders and breathed life into Ameri-
ca’s experiment with democratic self-govern-
ment. Generations of Greek Americans have
enriched every aspect of our national life—in
the arts, sciences, business, politics, and
sports. Through hard work, love of family
and community, steadfast commitment to
principle, and a deep love of liberty, they
have contributed greatly to the prosperity
and peace we enjoy today.

The bonds between America and Greece, in
fact, have never been stronger than they are
today. We are partners in the effort to find a
lasting, peaceful solution in the Balkans and
to build an enlarged NATO that will enhance
our common security. As our two nations
prepare for the challenges and possibilities
of the new millennium, we look forward to
building on that partnership so that the
seeds of democracy we have nurtured to-
gether for so long will bear fruit in a bright
future not only for ourselves, but for our
global community.

Now, therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1998, as
Greek Independence Day: A National Day of
Celebration of Greek and American Democ-
racy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my
hand this twelfth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.

Speaker, Greece has been called the
birthplace of United States democracy,
and I would like to quote: ‘‘Our Con-
stitution is called a democracy because
power is in the hands not of the minor-
ity, but of the whole people. When it is
a question of settling private disputes,
everyone is equal before the law. When
it is a question of putting one person
before another in positions of public re-
sponsibility, what counts is not the
membership of a particular class, but
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